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Str engthening the Transition to Democracy 
 

How long will it take before democracy triumphs in Belarus, and on the first anniversary 
of the Orange Revolution can entrenched corrupt networks be dislodged in Kiev? 

 
12.15-15.30, Wednesday 7 December 2005 

Venue: Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, Vinohradska 1, 110 00 Praha 1, Czech Republic 
  

A roundtable debate to analyse the progress of democratic reforms and to examine the role of policy 
centres and the international community in nurturing and consolidating democracy 

organised by PASOS (Policy Association for an Open Society) and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 
 

(Note: The proceedings will be in English only) 
 

12.15-13.30  
Keynote Speakers: 

Pavol Deme!, Director, Central and Eastern Europe, The German Marshall Fund of the United States 
Andrei Sannikov, co-founder and international co-ordinator, Charter 97, Belarus 

Alexandr  Vondra, former deputy Foreign Minister of the Czech Republic and former Czech Ambassador to USA 
 

13.30-14.00 Buffet lunch and coffee will be served 
 

14.00-15.30 
Roundtable debate moderated by: Jeff Lovitt, Executive Director, PASOS 

 

• How can new EU members with borders on, or close to, Belarus, Ukraine and Russia work to shape a more proactive EU 
foreign policy towards democratisation in the western CIS? 

• Should there be a common transatlantic strategy towards strengthening civil l iberties and democratic movements in Belarus?  
• Looking at Belarus, Ukraine and Central Asia, what conditions are necessary domestically in the respective countries for 

sustainable progress towards democracy? 
• What are the key obligations of the international community, in terms of soft and hard aid, and policy support, from: (a) the 

perspective of governments, and (b) policy centres and the wider NGO community? 
• What lessons can be drawn from the transition process and EU accession process undergone by new EU members, in 

particular for South-east Europe, Caucasus and western CIS? 
• What instruments have been effective or are in need of reform/replacement? (European Neighbourhood Policy, EU Common 

Foreign and Security Policy, greater transatlantic co-ordination, Stability Pact in South-Eastern Europe) 
• What models of reform can be best adapted and applied to work with civil society towards democratisation in transition/pre-

transition countries, e.g. the Bratislava process? 
 

Panellists: 
Michael B. Gorny , Executive Director, Strategia - St Petersburg Center for Humanities and Political Studies 

David K r‡l, Director, EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy, Prague 
Jacek Kucharczyk, Director of Programming, Institute of Public Affairs, Warsaw (Interim Chair, PASOS) 

Roman Kupchinsky, RFE/RL expert - Ukraine, Central Europe, Russia 
Jan Maksymiuk , RFE/RL expert - Belarus, Ukraine 

Cameron Munter, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of United States of America, Czech Republic 
Milan Ni", Programme Director, Pontis Foundation, Slovak Republic  

Marek Toman, Transformation Co-operation Unit, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Czech Republic 
 

Please confi rm your parti cipation to roundtable@pasos.org by Monday 5 December and  
bri ng your  identi ty card/passport  with you 


